
Experiment 
On a piece of paper, draw a flower.  
 



Pencil or pen? 

Can we use  
markers? 

Should we use 
an app or paper? 

Can I add some bees? 
Can it be  
a carnivorous? 

Can we draw  
more than one? 

What is the size  
of the flower? 





Aims for this session 
•  Share and discuss MYP assessment challenges with 

colleagues. 

•  Get more knowledgeable on MYP assessment 
procedures and requirements. 

•  Revise the process of creating an authentic summative 
assessment task 

•  Develop deeper understanding of the assessment 
structures and principles. 

 



Why do we assess? 



Administrative:   grading, promotion to next 
 grade/level, certification, etc 

Guidance:     choice of subjects, career  
  orientation 

Diagnostic:   identifying strengths and 
 weaknesses of students; (needed for 
classroom instruction and curriculum planning) 

Informative:    feedback to parents, students and 
  administration 

Formative:   feedback to students and teachers 
for on-going curriculum planning/
learning 
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Collecting 
evidence 

Analysis of 
evidence 

Feedback 
to students 

Adjustment 
of teaching 

Teaching 

Formative 
assessment 

Making 
judgment 

Grading 

Reporting 

Summative 
assessment 

How do we assess in the MYP? 



Assessment summit 
When? 

What? How? 

Why? 



Activity: Vocabulary 
 

Score vs. Grade 
        Criterion related 
                 Best fit 
                   Achievement level 

•  Work in pairs.  

•  Using MYP: From principles into practice, briefly define your 
word as it is used by the MYP 

•  Report one interesting fact about your word 

•  Report one idea that is still unclear about your word 
 



Curriculum alignment  
(MYP: From principles into practice, p. 54) 

•  For the successful implementation of the 
programme, planning the curriculum is 
considered to have vertical and horizontal 
components.  

•  As a result of vertical and horizontal planning, 
teachers will be in a position to develop subject-
based and interdisciplinary MYP units within a 
whole-school curriculum framework.  



Curricular meeting time 
•  Schools must provide dedicated meeting time for 

collaborative planning.  

•  In MYP schools, meeting time is crucial, must be 
managed systematically and effectively, and must 
involve all teachers.  

•  Meeting time must be used to develop vertical and 
horizontal articulation of the curriculum across and 
between year levels, and across and within subject 
groups.  



Horizontal planning 

•  To explore subject content fully  
•  Key concepts and global contexts 
•  Involves teachers of the same year level working 

together between and within subject areas to plan 
the scope of learning in a particular year.  



Horizontal articulation 

•  When does this take place at your school? 
•  How does this result in better alignment between 

subjects? 
•  How does this result in common summative 

assessment tasks? 



Subject group overview 

What might your school want to add to the required 
table of the subject group overview? Why? 

Summative Task? Criterion Strands? 

Unit 
title	  

Key 
concept	  

Related 
concept(s)	  

Global 
context	  

Statement of 
inquiry	  

MYP subject-
group 

objective(s)	  
ATL skills	  

Content (topics, 
knowledge, 

skills)	  
????	  

 	    	    	    	    	    	    	    	  



Subject group overview 

Activity: 
Based on the given assessment task, fill in the 
sections of the overview. 

Unit 
title	  

Key 
concept	  

Related 
concept(s)	  

Global 
context	  

Statement of 
inquiry	  

MYP subject-
group 

objective(s)	  
ATL skills	  

Content (topics, 
knowledge, 

skills)	  
????	  

 	    	    	    	    	    	    	    	  



Curriculum alignment - Vertical 

•  The goal is to sequence learning (in 
terms of for example subject objectives, 
concepts and ATL) to ensure continuity 
and progression from year 1 to year 5.  

 
•  When does this take place at your 

school? 
•  What conversations are heard most 

often? 



Reflection 

•  What are some guiding questions that you 
could take back to your school to facilitate the 
process of both horizontal and vertical 
articulation?  



What is the relationship?  

Summa%ve	  assessment	  

Objec(ves:	   Outline	  of	  summa(ve	  assessment	  task(s):	   Rela(onship	   between	   summa(ve	   assessment	   task(s)	  
and	  statement	  of	  inquiry:	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Approaches	  to	  learning	  (ATL)	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



Aligning school curriculum content with 
objectives 

Merging 
your school 
curriculum 
within the 

MYP 
framework 
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Subject group A B C D 
Language and 
literature Analyzing Organizing Producing text Using language 

Language 
acquisition 

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual text  

Comprehending 
written and 
visual text 

Communicating 
in response to 
spoken, written 
and visual text 

Using language in 
spoken and 
written form 

Individuals and 
societies 

Knowing and 
understanding Investigating Communicating Thinking critically 

Sciences Knowing and 
understanding 

Inquiring and 
designing 

Processing and 
evaluating 

Reflecting on the 
impacts of science 

Mathematics Knowing and 
understanding 

Investigating 
patterns Communicating 

Applying 
mathematics in 
real-life contexts 

Arts Knowing and 
understanding Developing skills Thinking 

creatively Responding 

Physical and 
health 
education 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Planning for 
performance 

Applying and 
performing 

Reflecting and 
improving 
performance 

Design Inquiring and 
analyzing 

Developing 
ideas 

Creating the 
solution Evaluating 

MYP projects Investigating Planning Taking action Reflecting  

Interdisciplinary Disciplinary 
grounding Synthesizing Communicating Reflecting 

The MYP objectives across subject groups 



The process of collecting and analysing information about 
students’ achievements to improve teaching and enhance 

learning. 

 
 

What is formative assessment? 

Definition: edglossary.com 



What is summative assessment? 

The process of evaluating student learning, skill acquisition, 
and academic achievement at the conclusion of a defined 
instructional period - typically at the end of a project/unit. 

Definition: edglossary.com 



Summative assessment 
Objectives: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outline of summative 
assessment task(s): 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Relationship between 
summative assessment 
task(s) and statement of 
inquiry: 
 

 
 
 

 

Approaches	  to	  learning	  (ATL)	  

The 1, 2 and 3 of summative assessment 



Activity: Task to objective 
1.  Select a generic task option from 

the list  to work with and choose 
a subject, a grade level and a 
criterion (A, B, C, or D) 

2.  Specify what you would ask 
students to do in the task in order 
to address that specific criterion.  

3.  Discuss how you would revise 
the task to address a new 
criterion.  

•  Compositions—musical, 
physical, artistic 

•  Creation of solutions or 
products in response to 
problems 

•  Essays/writing  

•  Examinations 

•  Investigations 

•  Research 

•  Performances 

•  Presentations—verbal (oral 
or written), graphic (through 
various media) 

•  Experiments 



Design, year 1; task: research  
Criterion A: Inquiring and analysing 
•  At the end of year 1, students 

should be able to: 
  

 i. explain and justify the 
need for a solution to a problem  

 ii. state and prioritize the 
main points of research needed to 
develop a solution to the problem  

 iii. describe the main 
features of one existing product 
that inspires a solution to the 
problem  

 iv. present the main 
findings of relevant research.  



G = Goal “Your goal is…”        (write your Statement of inquiry) 
 
R = Role “ You are a…”                                (not a student) 
 
A = Audience “Your audience is…”       (not a teacher) 
 
S = Situation “The situation you find yourself in is...”  
 
P = Product, Performance and Purpose  
“You will create/design/write/produce etc. a ___________...”  
 
S = Standards and Criteria for Success “Your work will be judged by 

Criterion A or B or C or D...” 
 GRASPS is a possible structure to develop depth and complexity for the 

authentic assessment task 
 

Reference: Wiggins and McTighe  
Understanding by Design (2005) 

GRASPS 



Example: Lang Lit Yr. 3 
Goal: Your goal is to be a principled communicator by 
expressing your point of view responsibly in order to influence 
human behavior. 

Role: You are a social media specialist. 

Audience: Your target audience is secondary students who live 
near the polluted area in Baku, Azerbaijan. 

Situation: The situation you find yourself in is that you have 
been hired to approach people to adopt new behaviors 
regarding the extensive pollution as a result of shipping and 
drilling. You only know the following: oil drillings happen daily 
and are not satisfying the security requirements which results in 
oil pollution of the area.  

Product: You will use social media to mount a 3-week 
campaign that both informs students about local environmental 
issues and encourages them to put their learning into action 
regarding  the oil pollution near Baku and the people and 
animals who live there. 

Standards for Success: 
Your work will be judged by: 
 
Criterion A: Analyzing  
- justify opinions and ideas,  
using examples, explanations 
and terminology 
 
Criterion B: Organizing 
- use referencing and  
formatting tools to create  
a presentation style  
suitable to the context and 
intention.  
 
Criterion D: Using language 
- write and speak in a register 
and style that serve the 
context and intention  
- use correct grammar, syntax 
and punctuation  

Statement of inquiry 



Your turn! Develop your GRASPS… 
•  Use the statement of inquiry that you developed in the subject 

group overview activity. 
•  The goal of all MYP summative assessments is to allow students 

the opportunity to show their understanding of the statement of 
inquiry.  

•  Students must TRANSFER their learning to new situations in order 
to be able to reach the high end of the criterion descriptors. 

•  The teaching and learning throughout the unit assists students in 
this TRANSFER process. 

•  Use the GRASPS starters to help you develop your authentic task. 

  
 
 



Your turn! The Relationship! 

Summative assessment 
Objectives/strands: Outline of 

summative 
assessment task(s): 
 

GRASPS 
 
 
 
 

Relationship between 
summative assessment task(s) 
and statement of inquiry: 
 
Systems of cooperation may help 
resolve conflict ensuring security 
and freedom. 
 
Students will show how any one of 
the conflicts that occured within 
WWI was resolved through a 
system of cooperation and how that 
affected security and freedom in the 
post war years. 



Content	   Learning	  Process	  

	  	  

	  	  

Learning	  experiences	  and	  	  
teaching	  strategies	   Forma%ve	  assessment	   Differen%a%on	  

	  	  
	  	  
	  	  
	  	  
	  	  
	  	  
	  	  

	  	   	  	  

How will you differentiate each of your 
inquiry-based learning experiences and/
or formative assessments? 

ASSESSED 

                       DIFFERENTIATED 

SKILL-DRIVEN 

MERGE 



One size doesn’t fit all 

Differentiation is an approach 
designed to ensure that what 
a student learns, how (s)he 
learns it, and how the student 
demonstrates what (s)he has 
learned is a match for the 
student’s readiness level, 
interests, and preferred mode 
of learning.  
 
Tomlinson, C.  (1999). The differentiated 
classroom: Responding to the needs of all 
learners.    



Filling up the buckets! 

Achievement levels work like buckets… 
 
We begin with buckets 1 & 2 and see if what is in the buckets 
(the objective strands) MATCHES what the student has 
produced.  If it isn’t a match, we keep filling UP the buckets 
until there is a match. The match is then the achievement 
level that is awarded to the student. 
 

We DO NOT begin with buckets 7 & 8! 



Determining a final achievement level… 
•  usually happens at the end of a semester 
•  requires teachers’ professional judgment (best fit) 
•  is based on published criteria that are made public at the 

beginning of each unit 
•  uses a variety of summative tasks (authentic performances of 

understanding) to make a judgment. 
  
 Album vs. Snapshot 

•  Create a movie 

Summative 
Task 1 

•  Essay for 
the UN 

Summative 
 Task 2 

•  Annotated 
literature 
review 

Summative  
Task 3 •  Paper Bag 

Play 

Summative 
Task 4 Evidences of 

understanding  



Inappropriate grading practices  

The following grading practices are inappropriate 
and are counter to MYP assessment principles:  

 
 

•  Determining grades using a proportion of scores for 
classwork, homework and tests (these are formative) 

•  Determining grades by averaging summative 
performance scores over the year  

•  Using single pieces of work to determine final grades  
 

(MYP: From principles into practice p92) 



Assessment requirements 
 

•  Communicate final 
achievement levels in each 
of the criteria, represented 
by each objective strand 
assessed at least twice over 
the course of the year 

 
•  These processes must be 

open, transparent and 
understood by all 
stakeholders  

 


